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in this respect than are the works of many of Freud's disciples. The 
presentation is free from that attitude of " force-it-down- the-public's- 
throat-to-see-it-squirm," the presence of which in some Freudian litera- 
ture has repelled the unbeliever and distorted Freud's teaching. The 
ego instinct is given recognition, although the value of Adler's contribu- 
tion is not justly appreciated. The book aims to be constructive rather 
than controversial; and taking into account the subject-matter, it largely 
succeeds. The Preface, much too brief, gives the reader a favorable but 
discriminating entree. 

Ernest R. Groves 
Boston University 



Social Scandinavia in the Viking Age. By Mary Wilhelmine 
Williams. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1920. 
Pp. x+451. $5.00. 

Virile Scandinavia, during the most spectacular, romantic, and 
dominant period of its career, is brought intimately before the reader in 
this book. Other students of peoples might well follow Dr. Williams' 
example in her presentation of a people during the formative period of 
its development. 

The book has the virtue of presenting a well-rounded picture of the 
life of the people studied. It is as complete as the university student 
or instructor would require who did hot need to go to the original sources. 

In every page the book bears evidence of thorough and painstaking 
study. The sources from which Dr. Williams has gathered her data seem 
to be as complete as one could reasonably expect, and I would say she 
has not neglected any source open to her use. A long bibliography 
follows the text of the book. In order to test the value of the book as a 
source I several times sought information in chapters I had not then read. 
In each case what I sought was found and in its proper place. 

The following subject headings show the scope of the book: the land 
and the people; the ties of kinship and nationality; classes of society; in- 
fancy, childhood, and youth; dress and ornament; marriage and divorce; 
position of women; homesteads and houses; house-furnishings and food; 
agriculture and the routine of farm life; hunting, fowling, and fishing; 
transportation; trade and commerce; markets and towns; the career of 
the Viking; government; system of justice; social gatherings; language 
and literature; learning in general; religion; superstition; and death and 
burial. 
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The study is thoroughly and consistently objective. In fact, I fear 
it is too much so to hold a reader who has not either a definite need of 
the data or a kinship interest in the people presented. In one way, how- 
ever, Dr. Williams puts herself into every few pages by suggesting higher 
phases of culture than her sources seem to allow. The pages of the book 
are sprinkled with the words "probably," "doubtless," and "perhaps." 
I failed to analyze the reason for these words, unless it was an unconscious 
zeal for, "probably" a pride in, the Scandinavian people themselves. I 
criticize the too frequent use of these guess words, because they will 
waylay the judgment of even the careful reader; he cannot always be 
sure whether certain statements of the book present real conditions as 
revealed by the sources, or reasonably justified conclusions of the author, 
or desirable conditions with which she quite unconsciously wishes to 
impress her readers. 

This study will be of great value to students of peoples in America. 
The individualistic old-line American will see certain of his own traits 
and characteristics in the individualistic old Teuton of Scandinavia. 

The quotations from the sagas placed at the opening of each chapter 
are not the least interesting part of the book. 

Albert Ernest Jenks 

University or Minnesota 



Klasserna och Samhallet. By Ponttts Fahlbeck:. Stockholm: 
P. A. Norstedt & Soners Forlag, 1920. Pp. viii +413. Kr. 18. 

The author of this book has been a teacher of political science and 
statistics at Lund University in Sweden. He is known as the editor of 
Statsvetenskaplig Tidsskrift and as the author of several books on sociolo- 
gical subjects. In 1892 Fahlbeck published a book on Stand och Klasser, 
and judging from the list of his published writings his chief interest 
during the last thirty years has been along the line which furnishes the 
subject-matter of "Classes and Society." The work of this seventy- 
year-old author therefore presumably represents the results of ample 
investigation and mature thought and should be of some value to other 
students of society. 

The present volume is the first of a series of three which the author 
intends to publish on the subject of "Classes and Society." In this 
volume the author attempts to trace the origin of classes in primitive 
society and the development of class systems up through the historical 
age of antiquity. As the author says in his Introduction, the presenta- 
tion is less historical than typological, and the main topic is the etiology 



